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soothed ourstress.

Afteracleverintroduction
in English, I was glad when
Pagliacci beganinItalian with
subtitles, which I find much
easier, despite having studied
Italian.
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there seemsto be an awful lot
of moving chairs.

Wedid like many ofthe hu-
morous touches, particularly
the scene where Nedda (Elin
Pritchard)inherstagerolehas
cooked chicken and a visible

-DLOUENTION); LUcla \iosanna
Plowright) and Alfio (Phillip
Rhodes) give powerful per-
formancesand Giselle Adams

is impressive as the betrayed

Santuzza.
Both operasare about love
and jealousy.

1ensereenngsexaggerateaana
expressed in the most exqui-
sitely beautiful way.

Opera North return in
March with Puccini’'s Madam
Butterfly, Mozart’s Don Gio-
vanni, and Verdi’s Un Ballo in
Maschera.,
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Laugh-out-loud play is also poignant

The Weekend is a play by Michael
Palin. .

It is laugh-out-loud funny
but has some poignant revela-
tions about the central character
Stephen Febble (Bob Cleeve).

Irascible Stephen faces his
worst nightmare, aweekend visit
from his daughter, Diana (Jenny
Spurrett) and her road routes,
containers, gadget-obsessed hus-
band Alan (Richard.Hubbard),

their daughter Charlotte (Megan
Dickinson) and theirincontinent
dog, Pippa.
Mattersgetworsewhenneigh-
bours Duff (Gerry Purchase) and
his wife Bridget (Glen Purchase)
comefordinner. They bringalong
smooth talking London chiropo-
dist, Hugh (Kenny Entwistle) who
is suspected of having an affair
with Bridget. Stephen’s long suf-
fering wife Virginia, (a powerful
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performancefrom Sue Chadwick)
tries tokeep everything going.

Helen Coles playsthe Febbles’
outspoken cleaninglady.

Clearly thisis a wonderful op-
portunityfor BobCleeveand heis
impressiveintherole of Stephen,
neveroffstagedeliveringhisbitter
comments with biting wit.

However, he shows another
sideofhimselfin Act Two and this
is very well supported by his wife
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Virginiawho comesinto her own.

The production is well staged
with good use of music, clever
lighting and a strong cast. The
audience enjoyed it thoroughly
when I was there. Of course, for
me, the unsung star of the show
is Pippa, who I think is actually
called Henry! I was really glad
when she/he returned for the
curtain call. After all, we “Pippas”
must stick together.
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