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Theatre

Pippa Munro Hebden enjoys A Bunch of Amateurs
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Another deserved sell out success

Bunchof
mﬂll)r;
played
abunchof
amateurs?
Not ex-
actly because Stage Two at
Downham presenta very
and entertain-
ing version of lan Hislop
and Nick Newman's comedy
witha$§

Thegistofthe plotiat.hm
afading Hollywood action
herocomesto England to
boost his flagging career to
play King Learat Stratford.

However, he discovers
thatitis Stratford in Suffolk
where agroup of villagers
are desperate to save their
little theatre and inevitably
problems and personality
m‘l'}lizﬂg e Holly-

edesperate
wood * " Jefferson
Steeleis played by Richard

Hubbard who gives a won-

derful bravura perform-

ance,
Heenmunmthestaely

determination of Dorothy
Nettle, the director of the
portrayal

important Nigel Dewsbury
whols convinced hels the

funny

Wendy Watson, Denis Dob-
bins (Alan Heron) anequal-
Iy comic handyman and the
arrival of Lauren Bell (Kella
Bowers) wife of the spon-
sor and surprisingly Jessica

Steele (Jen Whiteside) Jef-

moﬂeyeontuma, played

%8 er [llingworth, to
little ditties from the

tresedm comment on the

Thesmal.‘lbutaceom—
plished cast are all impres-

sive, It does help if you are
familiar with King Lear. 1
studied it for A Levelmore
yeargago thanIcareto
count. My daughter, who
accompanied me, and
were particularly amused
bythaﬂnalactwhichgives

cleverly truncated version
of the very long play witha
dramatic climax. .

Sheisnotagreat fan
il g
o
production of A Bunch of
Amateurs.

The production was de-
servedly sold out. Indeed
met afriend the following
evening who was very disap-
pointed when there were

noticketsleft, asignofthe
well deserved popularity of
thisgreat local group. Tlook
forward to their next pro-
duetion,
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